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the Land League with  the  League against the
Corn Laws, and he contrasted the guilt of the one
with the innocence of the other in a fashion which
the Irish Home Rulers could  not  abide.    They
forgot all his memorable services to their country,
and assailed him with an acrimony which no stress
of  politics   could  excuse.    The  Prime  Minister,
who had been   almost as   reluctant   to   propose
coercion  as Mr.   Bright  himself, spoke with less
bitterness, but even greater vehemence.    " With Gladstone ^
painful and fatal precision/' he said, "the steps ofSague.Janu
crime dog the   steps of  the  Land  League. . . ,
Therefore, in pressing our proposal on the British
Parliament we feel that we are acting in a truly
national spirit,  and that the effect  of   its  being
passed into law will be to restore to Ireland the
first conditions of Christian and civilised existence,"
A week after Mr. Forster had risen to introduce Jan. 31.
his Bill the House was still considering whether he
should be allowed to bring it in.    Public opinion
was roused., the large constituencies were restive at
the  stoppage  of business,  and on this  Monday
afternoon the Prime Minister announced that affinal
vote would be taken on the introduction of thestniggle*
Bill at that sitting.    " That sitting " was destined
to last for forty-one hours.    On Tuesday at noon,
when  the House had sat all night, the Speaker
came to the conclusion that Government, though
supported by  almost  every  British Member on
both sides, would fail, and that, unless he inter-
vened,   another   adjournment   must   ensue.     He
determined to extricate the House from an other-
wise insoluble difficulty by carrying out what he
knew was the   general  desire of those who had
elected him to be their mouthpiece.    He accord-
ingly sent for Mr. Gladstone, and told him that if
the   debate   had  not   concluded   by Wednesday
morning, he would put the question that leave be